on the necessity of conversion. There must be a new birth and
being, a fresh creation in God. This crisis he was accustomed to
regard as manifesting itself in a sudden and definite upheaval.
There might have been prolonged practical piety, deep and
true contrition for sin, but these, although the natural and
suitable prologue to conversion, were not conversion itself.
People hung on at the confines of regeneration, often for a
very long time; my Father dealt earnestly with them, the elders
ministered to them, with explanation, exhortation and prayer.
Such persons were in a gracious state, but they were not in a
state of grace. If they should suddenly die, they would pass
away in an unconverted condition, and all that could be said in
their favour was a vague expression of hope that they would
benefit from God's uncovenanted mercies.

But on some day, at some hour and minute, if life was
spared to them, the way of salvation would be revealed to
these persons in such an aspect that they would be enabled
instantaneously to accept it. They would take it consciously, as
one takes a gift from the hand that offers it. This act of taking
was the process of conversion, and the person who so accepted
was a child of God now, although a single minute ago he had
been a child of wrath. The very root of human nature had to
be changed, and, in the majority of cases, this change was
sudden, patent, palpable.

I have just said, 'in the majority of cases', because my Father
admitted the possibility of exceptions. The formula was, *If
any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his/ As a
rule, no one could possess the Spirit of Christ, without a con-
scious and full abandonment of the soul, and this, however
carefully led up to, and prepared for with tears and renuncia-
tions, was not, could not, be made, except at a set moment of
time. Faith, in an esoteric and almost symbolic sense, was
necessary, and could not be a result of argument, but was a
state of heart. In these opinions my Father departed in no wise
from the strict evangelical doctrine of the Protestant churches,
but he held it in a mode and with a severity peculiar to himself.